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Dr. Akihiro Seita is the Director of Health at UNRWA,
leading comprehensive primary health care services
for six million Palestine refugees. He oversees a $150
million annual budget, manages 3,000 staff, and
operates 140 health facilities. Amid the escalating
humanitarian crisis in the region, particularly in Gaza,
he has been central to sustaining and adapting
UNRWA's emergency health response, ensuring the
continuation of vital services despite immense
challenges.

Before joining UNRWA, Dr. Seita was Regional
Coordinator for TB, AIDS, and Malaria at the WHO
Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office in Cairo. His
contributions have been recognized with multiple
honors, including the Foreign Minister’s
Commendation of Japan (2025), Yomiuri International
Cooperation Prize (2024), Takemi Life Science Award



(2017), and Princess Chichibu Memorial TB Award
(2014). He graduated from Kochi Medical School in

Japan and was a research fellow at the Harvard
School of Public Health.
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