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Mr. Ishiai has been a senior staff writer for the Asahi Shimbun,
a leading daily newspaper in Japan since April 2022 after
serving as Middle East Editor (Cairo bureau chief), Foreign
News Editor, London Bureau Chief, and Deputy Managing
Editor both in Tokyo and Osaka HQs. He has been
diplomatic correspondent since 1996 with long experience of
international affairs throughout his time in Washington DC,
Cairo, London, and Tokyo. He has covered wars, conflicts
and political turmoil in the Middle East extensively including
2nd Intifada in Palestine, Iraq War, the Arab Spring, the
collapse of the Gaddafi regime, the Civil War in Syria etc.
During his career, he has conducted exclusive interviews
with leaders and heads of state including President
Mahmoud Abbas of Palestine, President Ali Abdullah Saleh
of Yemen, King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud of Saudi
Arabia, Prince Hassan bin Talal of Jordan etc. While he was
the foreign news editor, US President Obama gave a written
interview to the newspaper and the newspaper organized a
lecture by German Chancellor Dr. Angela Merkel in Tokyo.

He was chosen as a member of Dialogue among civilizations
between Japan and the Islamic World (2002-12) as well as a



member of the UK-Japan 21st century Group and Japanese
German Forum conferences.

He has also covered domestic politics and Japan’s
diplomatic policies since 2001 as political reporter in Tokyo,
and the chief correspondent at Japan’s Foreign Ministry.

He has lectured at universities and think tanks in Japan on
diplomatic and defense issues in the Middle East, Europe,
and Asia. He serves as a moderator in the annual peace
conferences “A path towards nuclear abolition” cohosted by
the Asahi Shimbun and cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
since 2022.
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