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Ayaki Ito

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) Representative in Japan

Born in Tokyo and graduated from Columbia University with a
Master of International Affairs, Ayaki Ito has devoted his entire
UN career to helping refugees, forcibly displaced and stateless
people. After working as a UN Volunteer in an active conflict
zone in Bosnia and Herzegovina, he was dispatched by
UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, as a Junior Professional
Officer (sponsored by the government of Japan) to Myanmar
where he was involved in the repatriation of Rohingya refugees
from Bangladesh. He has worked with UNHCR in a variety of
field and protection roles in Rwanda, Armenia, Sudan,
Lebanon, and Somalia, as well as in donor relations with the
World Food Programme based in Tokyo. Later in his career, he
returned to Myanmar as UNHCR Deputy Representative and
also served as Deputy Director, Asia Pacific Bureau at
UNHCR’s Geneva Headquarters. After serving as UNHCR
Representative in Syria and again in Lebanon as the
Representative, he took up his current role as UNHCR Japan
Representative in January 2023 where he continues to
advocate for refugee causes both globally and in Japan. He is
fluent in English, French and Japanese.
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