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He has been working in the humanitarian field for 15 years
in various management capacity with the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). In February 2022,
Abdi has been appointed Operations Coordinator for the
Horn of Africa at ICRC Headquarters in Geneva overseeing
ICRC operations in Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sudan and South
Sudan. Before this, Abdi was ICRC Head of Mission in Aden,
Yemen, where he led the protection and humanitarian
assistance response in Southern Yemen; and in charge of
managing the security of ICRC staff, assets and operations
in a very volatile security environment.

Born in Somalia, Abdi left his native country as a child at the
onset of the civil war and spent most of his formative years
in ltaly and the UK, where he obtained his BA in
Development Studies and African History from the School
of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of
London. Abdi obtained a master’s in Public Administration
at the Kennedy School of Government in 2017.
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