Hiroko Hirahara
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Ms. Hiroko Hirahara began her career in 2004 as Environment and
Natural Resources Advisor at United Nations Mission in Liberia
(UNMIL). She became civil affairs officer in 2007 and continued her
work in African Union and United Nations Hybrid Operation in Darfur
(UNAMID). Thereafter, she served United Nations Peacekeeping
Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) as Deputy Chief of Civil Affairs. Her
current work has been for United Nation Mission in the Republic of
South Sudan (UNMISS). There, she served as the Head of Field
office in Eastern Equatoria State and Unity State and was appointed
as the Director of Civil Affairs in April 2023.

Prior to joining the Peacekeeping missions, Ms. Hirahara worked for
UNEP in Geneva and UNICEF in New York. She also worked
several years for the US Army as civilian environmental protection
specialist in its bases in Japan.

Ms. Hirahara was born in Osaka, Japan and holds a Master’s degree
in International Relations from J.F. Oberlin University in Tokyo, Japan
and a Bachelor’s degree in Natural Resources and Environment from
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, the United States.
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