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Keiichi Shirato is a professor at the College of
International Relations, Ritsumeikan University.
Shirato had been working for Mainichi Shimbun
newspapers for 19 years as a correspondent based
in Johannesburg Bureau and North American General
Bureau (Washington). He moved to the Mitsui & Co
Institute for Strategic Studies, where he served as
head of the Europe-Russia Middle East Africa Office
before assuming his current position in April 2018.
While lecturing on international journalism and African
regional studies at university, his recent research
focuses on the Japanese government's policy towards
Africa and the role of corporations in Africa's
development. He won the 2010 Japan Journalists
Conference Award for his book Rupo Shigenzoku
Tairiku Afrika (Reporting on the Resource Continent
Africa) (Toyo Keizai Inc.), about armed conflicts in
various parts of Africa, which he covered while he was



Mainichi Shimbun's correspondent in Johannesburg.
He has also written numerous books and articles on
regional African affairs and Japan-Africa relations. He
is also a specially-appointed professor at Kyoto
University's Centre for African Area Studies and a
board member of the Sasakawa Africa Association.
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