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Takeshi Fujitani, 62, is a visiting professor at
International Christian University in Tokyo, Japan. He
is an expert in media and journalism studies as well
as development studies.

Takeshi is also a senior editor at with Planet, a news
site dedicated to reporting on global health issues and
other development challenges and solutions. He has
recently reported from countries including Zambia,
Kenya, Senegal, Indonesia, Singapore, and Malaysia,
and serves as the MC of the with Planet podcast. with
Planet is a subsection of the digital edition of The
Asahi Shimbun, one of Japan's most respected
national newspapers, with a daily circulation of 4
million.

Takeshi joined the newspaper in 1987, and his
passion has always been foreign affairs, especially in
the developing world. In 1997, he was posted to Rome,
from where he covered the Pope's visit to the Holy



Land, the Kosovo crisis, and the wars in the former he
former Zaire (now DRC) and Rwanda. In 2004, he
moved to Jakarta to cover the country's first direct
presidential election and a series of terrorist attacks.
Takeshi was among the first foreign journalists to
report from the disaster zone in the aftermath of the
Indian Ocean tsunami. Since 2009, he has reported
extensively on the political situations in Thailand,
Myanmar (Burma), and Afghanistan.

With the advent of the digital age, The Asahi Shimbun
has undergone significant strategic changes,
including the creation of several digital platforms and
a greater emphasis on social media. Takeshi has been
at the forefront of these reforms.

Takeshi holds a BA in Liberal Arts from the
International Christian University and an MA in
Development Studies from the School of Oriental and
African Studies at the University of London.

Drawing on his first-hand experience as a reporter,
Takeshi has co-authored two books: John Paul Il and
Living After The Tsunami.
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