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Ms Funakoshi is an award-winning journalist and author. Her
objective is to report on people who are not “mainstream” in
Japanese media but are valuable witnesses to the history of
society. These include victims, bystanders, perpetrators of
war, terrorism, and genocide; communities confronting Ebola
and other infectious diseases; and LGBTQ society in Asia
and Europe.

Her three books focus on the theme of “the roots of human
cruelty”; the award-winning “Interview With Khmer Rouge
Leaders”; “I Learnt What Love Is, Only After Days Led to
Executions”; and, “We All Pretended Not to Have Witnessed
the Massacre”.

She contributes to “with Planet”, a Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation initiative in the Asahi Shimbun; - a newly
launched internet-based magazine that explores and seeks
solutions to major global issues, such as planetary health,
poverty, gender inequity, and infectious disease. She has
also written for various internet news sites and magazines,
including YahooNews.

She started her career in journalism with Japan’s Kyodo



News service in 1989 and served as Kyodo’s Bureau Chief
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia (2001-2002); Hanoi, Vietnam
(2004-2006); and Manila, Philippines (2006-2008). During
her time in Asia, she covered a wide range of issues such as
the U.S. war in Afghanistan (2001-2021), the Indochina
earthquake and tsunami in 2004, the Saffron Revolution in
Myanmar (2007-2008), and the long-term legacy and effects
of the Indochina Wars in Southeast Asia. After she returned
to Tokyo, she expanded her interests to the former Soviet
Union, Africa, the Middle East, and Western countries. She
became a freelance journalist in 2019.
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