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Over the three decades, Takeshi Fujitani has devoted himself
to journalism, covering and reporting historical events
including wars in Rwanda, Zaire (now Democratic Republic
of the Congo), the former Yugoslavia and Afghanistan, the
Indian Ocean tsunami, the Pope’s millennium visit to the Holy
Land and political turmoil in Thailand, Indonesia, Timor Leste
and Myanmar. Fujitani has also interviewed prominent
figures and leading changemakers of our time, such as Aung
San Suu Kyi, Yasser Arafat, Kofi Annan, Fidel Castro, Bill
Gates, Sadako Ogata and Youssou N'Dour, to name but a
few.

His passion has always been focused on humanitarian
issues in the developing world, especially in Asia, where he
used to live, study and work and, consequently, where he
gained valuable insights and experiences from various
encounters and interactions with the people there. As a
journalist with expertise on development issues, Fujitani has
filed numerous human-centered stories for The Asahi
Shimbun on the transformation and the consequences of
remarkable growth and the impact on the region and its



societies.

In Tokyo, Fujitani has been a senior editor responsible for
inviting distinguished world figures as guest editors for
Asahi’'s special supplements on African development
(specifically, Bono of U2 in 2008), and on innovative solutions
for reducing poverty and infectious diseases in developing
countries (Bill and Melinda Gates in 2017). These were
unprecedented collaborations for the paper, which has over
140 years of history, to address global issues.

Fujitani earned BA in Liberal Arts at International Christian
University, Tokyo and MA in Development Studies at School
of Oriental and African Studies, University of London. Based
on his first-hand experience as a reporter, Fujitani has co-
published two books “John Paul II” and “Living After Tsunami”.
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