’ MEDECINS SANS FRONTIERES
ARZTE OHNE GRENZEN

Dr. Daniel Vasella
Novartis International AG
Schwarzwaldallee 215
4002 Basel

Geneva, October 19, 2006

Dear Dr. Vasella,

We would like to express our concerns regarding the legal proceedings that Novartis initiated in India in
May 2006, challenging the rejection of its patent application for imatinib mesylate (Glivec/Gleevec) as
well as questioning the compliance of the Indian Patents Act with the World Trade Organization’s
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS).

This action contradicts the WTO Doha Declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health that
states that “...the Agreement can and should be interpreted and implemented in a manner supportive of
WTO Members' right to protect public health and, in particular, to promote access to medicines for all.”

Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) is concerned about the consequences of these actions for hundreds of
thousands of people in need of medicines produced in India, which includes people treated through
MSF programs. For this reason, MSF supported the NGO letter dated October 10™ that urged Novartis
to drop the case.

We have taken note of your comments in the Financial Times of September 30", in which you state
your reservations about the capability of the existing system to provide sustainable access to innovative
medicines for people in poorer countries. We would be interested in your thoughts as to which extent
the implementation of the recommendations of the World Health Organization “Commission on
Intellectual Property, Innovation and Public Health” can be a starting point to fundamentally address
issues concerning innovation and access to medicines in poorer countries.

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss these issues with you further as soon as possible. Please
let us know what dates would be convenient for you.

Best regards,

Christian Captier

Director General Tido von Schoen-Angerer

MSF Switzerland Director
Campaign for Access to Essential
Medicines

MSF International



’ MEDECINS SANS FRONTIERES
ARZTE OHNE GRENZEN

2006 4= 10 A 19 H

IV T 4 A A —F T aF IV AG
K=z« N&5 [EFEL

FA7= 1%, 2006 4 5 AIZEMNA v RTRE ST, A VABA ~F =7 (7 )Xy 7)DOF5EF
FEEHI I 2 B3R LY T, RO NCAMFTAHEOE B BEOME BT 2 #E (TRIPS
BiE) ICEELDLNTNHIAEGHKE (WTO) OMEIZHEILT 51 > REFFFHEICRBE LB L
SMTHIFAFRIIICH LT, ZZ2IZBEEsRPAWELET,

HitoHEX, [ZOREIT WTO IBENARGLEZFEL, LV DITETOADTZOIZESE
T 7 AT MR RIE T A TN INDIRETHY, FLETINIRETH D]
LBz 5, WTO MFEEE CILE L= TRIPS & & ARMAICE T2 F—ESITHN TS b
DTY,

EEE 2 X EMAMSPIZ. 2 60FANMSF O 7 e 7T AMIBWTEESZIT TV A AL
ale A FIOEREZLELTAM+TTE 0 NREICEZ DB LZES L TCVWET, 2
5 L7=H#H 5, MSF X EMICHFRAOI FIF 285925 10 A 10 Bt NGO Zffiz L L £
L7,

BHIZOA 30 AMDOT 4 F vyl A4 LXRICHBESNTZa A2 MzBWT, EREO A
Zxt U CL R B FT A~ DT 7 & A 42T 2 72D OBEfE v A 7 A O FREHEIZ D
TERRERVISNTWE Lz, R BT RREEBI(WHO) O THINWEEME - BT - A%
itk Z B2 (CIPIH) ) IC k2854 & 2 F oI uE, S EE & AR EICE T 2 EIEML~
DT 7 & AT HARRN 2B MADO IR L 720 5 D00 \HDF Z & BENETET
T EE-TEY 7,

TEDRETRVWESIC &L L IO OHBEICONWTI LI FFTHELAWLEIEZATE
DET, TWMEDORWHREZ ZTEKEHEITEENTT,



£ &t

MSF 2 A 2X#  FHRE
JIVAF Y - Fx T T4

MSF A v % —F a7
VEERLFT Y= T LT A —

FUR Ty e vx—r T UHFT—



